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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-4, 6, 8 & 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Curry et al (U.S. 6,078,582) and Krishnaswamy et al (U.S. 5,867,494). 

2. As per claims 1 , 2, 3, 4 & 9 Curry disclosed a method for providing a network 
environment as requested from a plurality of clients, comprising: receiving a request to provide 
said network environment from one of said clients (col. 5, lines 1 1-27), setting an individual 
network for each of said clients requesting to provide a closed network in response to the 
received request and informing to said client of use permission with a predetermined 
discriminator and an access priority (col.5, lines 28-32, col.12, lines 16-19). 

However Curry did not disclose in detail about managing a use time of said closed network. In 

the same field of endeavor Krishnaswamy discloses managing a use time of said closed network 

(col.20, lines 35-39, col.272, lines 46-63 & col.273 & col. 274, lines 13-24). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

made to have incorporated the mechanism of managing/monitoring the use of time on the 

network by the user so as to provide accurate usage report to the user in the form of a billing 

statement. 
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3. As per claim 6 Curry-Krishnaswamy disclosed a server for providing a network 
environment with a plurality of clients according to Claim 4, wherein said access priority is 
decided from an Internet protocol address of said client (Curry, col.6, lines 18-27). 

4. As per claim 8 Curry-Krishnaswamy disclosed a server for providing a network 
environment with a plurality of clients, according to Claim 4, wherein said server further has a 
service giving means for billing said client according to a use time designated by said client and 
an extended time used by said client (Krishnaswamy ,col.20, lines 35-39, col.272, lines 46-63 & 
col.273 & col. 274, lines 13-24). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 5 & 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable over Krishnaswamy 



(U.S. 5,867,494). 
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As per claim 5 Krishnaswamy disclosed a client device used in a system for providing a network 
environment with other client devices and a server, the client device comprising: communication 
device configured to communicate with said server, a communication setting manager 
configured to prepare for communication passes with said server (col.68, lines 52-57), a receiver 
configured to receive a message transmitted from said server, a store configured to store said 
message, a converter configured to convert said message into a display data format and convert 
input data to a message, and a terminal job manager configured to manage said communication 
data conversion (col.68, lines 58-66). 

6. As per claim 7 Krishnaswamy disclosed a client device used in a system for providing a 
network environment with other client devices and a server according to Claim 5, wherein said 
converter has a main program operating regardless of a software environment used by said client 
and a plurality of subprograms operating according to said software environment used by said 
client, the system starts said subprograms according to said kind of said data in said message, 
and converts said display file (col.68, lines 31-48). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Schmidt U.S. Patent No 5,991,807 discloses system for controlling users acces to a 
distributive network in accordance with constraints present in common access distributive 
interface separate from a server. 
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Yung U.S. Patent No 4,961,224 discloses controlling access to network resources. 
Bigham U.S. Patent No 5,740,075 discloses access subnetwork controller for video dial 
tone networks. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asghar Bilgrami whose telephone number is 703-305-4623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:00-5 :00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 703-308-5221. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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